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MULTI FIBER TEST STRIPS DYED WITH RIT DYE 
 

Supplies needed 
 

Multi fiber test fabric #43 
Mercerized cotton 
Silk habotai 
 
RIT Dye in various colors 
Synthrapol 
 
 
 

Equipment needed 
 

Three-quart saucepan 
Hot plate or heat source 
Metal spoon for stirring 
Metal tongs for fabric removal 
Measuring spoons 
Measuring cup 
Notebook pages for mounting 
Sharpie for labeling 

PREPARATION 
 

1. Cut Multi fiber test fabric into 2 1/2” pieces. 
2. Serge each cut edge with polyester thread. 
3. Scour cotton and silk fabric by washing in hot water with Synthapol  

(2 teaspoons) and Soda Ash (2 tablespoons) per load.  The Multi fiber test 
strips do not need to be prewashed. 

4. Cut cotton and silk into 2 1/2 x 4” rectangles with pinking shears or rotary 
cutter. 

 

DYE PROCESS 
 

1. Measure 2 quarts tap water into saucepan.  Heat to simmering. 
2. Add 1/4 tsp RIT dye powder to make dye bath. 
3. Stir to dissolve and return to simmering. 
4. Thoroughly wet the multi fiber test strip in warm tap water. 
5. Add test strip and fabric samples to dye bath and stir. 
6. Stir intermittently for 5 minutes. Use a timer so that you don’t loose track of 

the time.  DO NOT let the swatches remain on the bottom of the pot or the 
color will be mottled and uneven. 

7. Remove test strip from the dye bath and rinse in warm tap water until water 
runs clear. 

8. Discard dye bath by pouring down drain. 
9. Allow sample to dry.  Press with a warm iron after completely dry. 
10. Label sample and mount in notebook. 
11. Repeat with other colors. 

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1. Which colors are most “true?” 
2. Which colors are brightest? 
3. Which colors are most clear? 
4. Which colors are muddy or dull? 
5. Is there a difference in color or value between the cotton and silk swatches? 


